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WATER AND SEWER UTILITY COMMISSION 

Minutes 

 

April 18, 2016              Brillion City Hall Conference Room  6:00 pm 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairperson Jeff Wittmann called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Present were Mayor Gary Deiter, Jeff Wittmann, Mary Jo Krueger, Wally Sonnabend, Joe 

Levash, Dave Schwahn, Leonard Kopidlansky, and Dan Mertens.  Also present were Amy 

Vaclavik from McMahon, Randy Much from MCO, Paul Much from MCO, Pete Litersky from 

MCO, City Administrator Clerk/Treasurer Lori Gosz, and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Joy Buboltz.   

 

GUESTS: 

David Sonnabend, Steve Letourneaux, and Claire Letourneaux. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 

Motion – Levash moved to approve the agenda as printed.  Seconded by Krueger.  Call vote 

taken.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MARCH 21, 2016 WATER AND SEWER 

UTILITY MEETING: 

Motion – Sonnabend moved to approve the minutes of the March 21, 2016 Water and Sewer 

Utility meeting.  Seconded by Mertens.  Call vote taken.  Motion carried unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS: 

A. Pieper Electric – Cert Payment #3 – Generator Project: 

B. Pieper Electric – Cert Payment #4 – Generator Project: 

Motion – Mertens moved to approve the Water and Sewer Utility operating vouchers in the 

amount of $151,371.51.  Seconded by Schwahn.  Call vote taken.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

CITIZEN INPUT: 

Gosz introduced David Sonnabend to the Commission.  She stated that David Sonnabend has 

storm water issues in which in winter his neighbor’s water flows to his property causing icing 

issues.  At this time his neighbor is able to discharge their water to the curb.  Gosz asked the 

Commission how we can solve this issue; maybe including this area in next year’s project area.  

He is asking the City Council to install mini storm sewers on Springdale Drive area.  That street 

also needs attention and the utilities may also need to be looked at.   

 

David Sonnabend stated his neighbor is complying with City Ordinance on the discharging of 

their water.  The previous owners of that property ran that water into the City’s sanitary sewer.  

He stated he is looking for help with this issue.  Mertens stated there are other areas in the City 

with this same issue.  David Sonnabend stated he is looking for even a temporary solution until a 

permanent solution can be done. 
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Wittmann suggested having Ron Wolf from McMahon look at this. 

 

INFLOW & INFILTRATION REDUCTION PROJECT: 

A. 2016 Inflow & Infiltration Reduction Project – Update: 

Vaclavik stated the Public Hearing for this project is scheduled for Monday, April 25
th

.  Letters 

were mailed to the affected property owners notifying them of this Public Hearing and their 

estimated special assessment amount.  Right now the City is waiting for the surveys from those 

property owners to be returned. 

 

MCO REPORT: 

A. Main Lift Station Operational Issues: 

Paul Much reported there are still surging issues at the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Some 

programming still needs to be done to hopefully correct these surging issues. 

 

B.  Capacity, Management, Operation and Maintenance (CMOM) Program – Update: 

Paul Much reported the final copy of the CMOM document was given to the Commissioners.  

The Utility Commission will need to come up with goals for next year. 

 

C.  Phosphorus Limit Compliance – Update: 

Nothing new. 

 

D.  Ryan Street Lift Station – Update: 

Paul Much reported that no rags were found at the Ryan Street Lift Station. 

 

E.  Monthly Superintendent Report/Update: 

Litersky reviewed his Monthly Superintendent Report/Update with the Commission.  He 

explained the procedure that will be used for the flushing of hydrants on April 25
th

.  There will 

be no directional flushing and flushing will be done during the day.   

 

Litersky explained they are in the process of replacing water meters in homes and are looking for 

cross connections.  They will also be changing meters at the local businesses and looking for 

cross connections there too. 

 

Litersky stated he obtained quotes for a bulk water station and the purchase a back flow 

preventer for the meter on the bulk water filling station.  The cost should be under $1,000. 

 

ENGINEER’S REPORT: 

A.  Well #3 – Update: 

B. Standby Generator Improvements Project – Change Order #2 – Pieper Electric Inc.: 

C.  Findings – Investigation into Common Mode Currents of Variable Frequency Drives 

Used on Water System Pumps: 

Vaclavik reported that the currents were tested and checked.  No serious concerns were found at 

the three (3) wells.  It is being recommended that shielded cables be installed at the Main Street 

and Well #3.    
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Vaclavik explained the Change Order #2 to Pieper Electric, in the amount of $4,765, is the cost 

to install those shielded cables.  Mayor Deiter stated he feels it is important to go with this.   

 

Motion – Mertens moved to approve Change Order #2 for Pieper Electric, in the amount of 

$4,750, for the installation of shielded cables at the Main Street Well and Well #3.  Seconded by 

Sonnabend.   

 

Krueger asked where the funds for this project will come from.  Gosz stated she will check if 

there are funds left over from the borrowing. 

 

Call vote taken.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Vaclavik reported on a meeting held with Layne.  She expressed the City’s dissatisfaction with 

Layne not offering a warranty.  Layne contacted her and informed her that Layne will now offer 

another 12 month warranty against defective materials and workmanship on the new materials 

installed on February 10, 2016.  The Commission discussed whether or not to pull the pump 

before that 12 month warranty would expire.   

 

Vaclavik reported on the work done this past month on the installation of the generators at the 

Main Street Well and Well #3.  She stated at the Main Street Well the larger gas service was 

installed along with other maintenance items done.  At Well #3, on April 20
th

 U.S. Oil will test 

the diesel tank with the generator starting up on April 22
nd

.  Finished work will then follow. 

 

D.  Ferric Chloride Bulk Storage Tank Replacement - Update: 

Vaclavik reported that design work is being worked on along with other drawings.  It is hoped to 

have the cost for this project available for next month’s meeting. 

 

D.  Utility Capital Improvement Plan – Summary List and Funding Options: 

No new information. 

 

CHAIRMAN: 

No report. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR: 

A. Water and Sewer Utility Commission – Construction and Improvements: 

Gosz presented to the Commission two (2) sections of the City’s Municipal Code regarding the 

limit amount the Utility Commission is able to spend before approval from the City Council is 

needed.  She suggested amending the Code to increase that dollar amount.  She will continue to 

work with the City Attorney on this. 

 

B.  Water Utility Cash Flow Analysis: 

Gosz reported she gave this information to Jon Cameron from Ehlers.  Cameron stated the Utility 

Commission may want to consider another water rate increase.  Gosz stated she will contact the 

industries in the City to discuss with them their proposed future water usage. 

 

CITY CLERK/TREASURER: 
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A. Water/Sewer Bill – 453 Sunrise Circle: 

Gosz explained a letter was received from Steve & Claire Letourneaux regarding their recent 

water and sewer bill.  Gosz distributed to those present a copy of their recent water usage by the 

Letourneaux’s.  She stated there is a 700 gallon difference from one quarter to the next quarter.   

 

Steve Letourneaux explained the history of frozen lines to their home.  He stated they decided to 

run a pen amount of water while they were gone on vacation as a protection from frozen service 

for them and the City.  The Letourneaux’s explained the freezing of service happens in the 

roadway.   

 

Paul Much explained the PSC rule that a property owner cannot run water without Commission’s 

approval.   

 

Mertens stated normally it’s the homeowner’s cost if the homeowner decides to run water to 

prevent freezing of pipes in their home.  He asked is it the City’s responsibility then if the lateral 

was not installed correctly. 

 

Motion – Schwahn moved to send a $10 refund check to the Letourneaux’s.  Seconded by 

Krueger.  Call vote taken.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Wittmann asked if the abandoned services that were found were recorded.  He suggested that 

when a service is abandoned to have that service abandoned at the main.  Mertens stated instead 

of tearing up a street to abandon a service to terminate the service at the right-a-way and when 

that street is redone then abandon the service at the main.  Litersky stated there is a way to cap 

the line by the main. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Krueger noted calculating errors on the Monthly Report. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

Motion – Sonnabend moved to adjourn the meeting.  Seconded by Levash.  Motion carried 

unanimously.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 pm. 

                                                                                

Joy L. Buboltz 

Deputy Clerk-Treasurer 


